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Pierre Moulu (c. 1484 - c. 1550) was a Franco-Flemish composer. Little is 

known about his life, apart from that he worked in Paris. His compositional 

style is based on Josquin’s, but it is unknown if they knew each other 

personally. Of his music a few masses survive, a number of motets and 

chansons, some of them without lyrics. 

The Mass ad Sancte Stephane was likely written for the cathedral of St 

Etienne (Saint Stephen) in Meaux near Paris. The present edition is a new 

transcription from a richly illustrated choir book, published in 1530, a copy of 

which is held by the Archief van de Illustre Lieve Vrouwe Broederschap in ‘s 

Hertogenbosch. The dedication of the mass to Saint Stephan appears on top 

of the first page (Kyrie), and in the margin of the third Agnus Dei, referring 

to the stoning of the deaken Stephanus (Στέφανος) as the first martyr of 

Christianity. 

 

In Stephanum Iactum lapis ut descendit ab alto  

 Hic gradibus sensium canon ad inia ruit. 

 

Editorial remarks 

The source copy has no name for the upper voice, in G clef. The Contra-

Tenor and Tenor voices are both in C-3 clef, and the Bassus in F-3 clef. In 

the third Agnus Dei a second Tenor appears as a fifth voice, in C-2 clef. All 

note values have been kept and the metrum has been pragmatically rendered 

as 4 halves. Accidentals are lacking in the original; ficta in obvious cadences 

are sparingly suggested in the present edition, and are left to the taste of the 

performers. Placing of the text on long melisma’s leaves ample room for 

adjustment; the choices in the present edition may be taken as suggestions 

rather than as dictations by the composer.  

Woerden, 2017 

Wim Looyestijn 
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