0 décus ecclésiae virgo, 0 Virgin, glory of the church,

o gloriosissima mundi, salve, 0 most renowned of the world, hail,

et cdrdina gléria médgna and turning point in great glory

choéri dive dédmus mdgni reverénde, of the great choir of the reverend holy house,
et maxima préses simme, pdtes and as the greatest high power, you are open
grata innumerdnter manu. innumerably with gracious hand.

Tu spes cdra vénis, You, dear hope, come,

tu marina, tu régula in te, you of the sea, you rule of life in you,
virgines que tu and, for virgins, you

firma colimna Déi. steadfast pillar of God.

Te ldudant dmnes All multitudes praise you

et pladudunt vndique turbe, and applaud you everywhere,

spargitur et 14to nédmen in drbe tdum. and your name is spread far in the city.

Sic habeas quecimque precdtus Thus may you have whatever you prayed for
pura voluntas. Sic vitae ditans in your pure will. Thus enriching life,

det tibi sécla Déus, ut pia purpurea may God grant you the world, that holy purple
tingat tdia témpora, may color your brow,

amictus ambiat et sdacrum and a cloak may encircle your holy

sicut diadéma cdput. Amen. head like a diadem. Amen.

O decus ecclesiae virgo

Henricus Isaac
(S. Netherlandish; c.1452—-1517)

of the church,
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Source: EDM 1st ser. xxxiii, 1960. The source has text in the top part only, with no
attempt to underlay. Notation here is at the original pitch with time values halved.
Translation, text underlay and musica ficta by John Hetland and the Renaissance Street
Singers. 26 Feb 2016

The piece is probably meant to be sung along with instruments. For a cappella performance,
we have added the text to all the voices, including the hexachord names for the A2 part.

Emendations and alterations: Our bars 73-76 have double the time values of the source. In
79-80 we used 6/4 time instead of triplets. In bar 145, soprano, we raised the quarter—note
a fourth. We did not indicate some very long ligatures. We gave the bass part to the tenors
in 129-131. We treated the occasional flat in individual key signhatures as suggestions.
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