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Critical comments: Comprised of source readings not retained in the Edition. Given in the order bar, part, object,

comment.

Gloria:

34,TI,3, w

110,CI,3, #

Credo:

175,CII,3, # 

Sanctus:

83,CII,3, Bb (a 3rd too high)

Source: LIBER I./MISSARVM/PHILIPPE DE MONTE,/ECCLESIAE METROPO-/LITANAE CAMERACEN-/

SIS CANONICI, AC/THESAVRARII,/ET/Sacratissimi RVDOLHPI II./Imperatoris,&c.Chori Praefecti./ANTVER-

PIAE/EX OFFICINA CHRISTOPHORI/PLANTINI, ARCHITYPOGRAPHI REGII,/M. D. LXXXVII./LABORE,/

ET CONSTANTIA.

The source consulted for this edition was not a set of partbooks, but rather a choirbook. Choirbooks were the de facto

material from which polyphonic Mass settings were performed at the Imperial chapel, but were usually produced by hand,

whereas the Liber I Missarum choirbook was printed. It was published under the patronage of Rudolf II, who, had he ever

looked at the impressive choirbook (he did not care for music) would have seen his own name displayed on the various title

pages. The source then represents a typically calculated act of obsequity on de Monte's part, designed probably to extract

yet more funds from his patron (records relating to de Monte's life are numerous and mostly of a financial nature: they

usually record the composer collecting various benefices and sinecures - he was wealthy during his lifetime).

The music: The present Mass is a parody setting upon a motet of the same name by Lassus (Confitebor tibi Domine was

among the first polychoral pieces published by Lassus, and is not particularly accomplished). De Monte smooths over the

slightly rugged nature of the Lassus model, employing his mastery of musica reservata to create a refined, mostly polyphonic

texture.

Editorial method: Original pitch, part names, note durations and time signatures have been retained. Clefs have been

modernised, with originals appearing in prefatory staves. The overall range of each part is given in black stemless notes 

before the initial time signatures, in accordance with which the music has been regularly barred.

Though the layout of the source choirbook would seem to prohibit it, the scored has been set out for two choirs. Though

antiphonal dialogue is not the raison d'être of this polyphonic Mass, it does form an important aspect of the texture in

certain places.

Editorial accidentals appear above the stave, whereas courtesy accidentals appear in parentheses. Ligatures are shown

by continuous square brackets above the stave, coloration by interrupted square brackets.

Punctuation and capitalisation have been modernised, but original spelling has been retained. Ditto marks in the source

underlay have been expanded using italics.

Lewis Jones, 2015
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