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Agnus Dei II

Mode VIII (13th. ¢)
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Editorial notes

Source: Missa venatorum [ 4.or vocum. | Orlandus de Lasso. Choir book, 1555 - 1575 (c. 1565), ff. 197-215.
Clefs: C1, C3, C4, F4.

Cue-sized & cautionary accidentals are editorial.

Bracketed text is editorial.

All plainsong has been provided by the editor.

The Missa Octavi Toni by Orlande de Lassus (also Roland de Lassus, Orlando di Lasso, Orlandus Lassus, or Roland de Lattre) is
commonly known as the Missa Jiger or Missa Venatorum - the “Hunters’ Mass”. Of his 60 complete masses, most of which are
imitation (or parody) settings, it falls into the category of missae breves, “brief masses”. It is the most extreme example of settings
made to order for Lassus’s employer, Duke Albrecht V of Bavaria (1528 - 1579), who disliked having his progress to hunting
impeded by prolix polyphonic essays. Demanding aristocracy aside, this superbly economical mass combines much syllabic word
setting, brief and concise imitative episodes, typically colourful chromatic inflections and is ideal for any liturgical celebration
where time is at a premium.

Text placement in the 3rd section of the Kyrie faithfully reflects the MS source, which is unambiguous. Singing from a full-score
transcription, modern-day performers may feel that the pointing (at least in the opening phrases) should be identical in all voices;
other solutions are certainly possible, but what would have happened in Lassus’s day?

The Agnus Dei should be sung three times; twice with miserere nobis and a third time with dona nobis pacem. The Mode VIII chant
may be sung instead of the first repeat of the polyphony.

Leading-note cadences are considered from a linear perspective, and as such, are easily discernible from a single part;

generally signed following a return from above immediately before the final syllable of a musical and/or textual phrase.
Therefore, a number of intermediate cadences familiar to modern listeners, and a few approached stepwise from below, have been
avoided. Occasionally, where there is a strong feeling for a cadence one finds a short tail in the melody after the note on which the
final syllable falls.

In the manner of performance, we may expect a modest level of expression and tempo variation. Through the influence of
the madrigal, of which Lassus was a leading exponent, dynamic chiaroscuro was certainly becoming an essential element of
choral performance.

Performers may also wish to consider eschewing the dissonant intervals of Equal Temperament in favour of the ideal
tuning system for Renaissance a cappella choral music, Just Intonation, with its pure 3rds and 5ths.

Simon Biazeck
London, February 2018



