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Videte manus meas

Magnificat antiphon at VVespers on the Tuesday after Easter in the Use of Sarum.

Antiphonarij ad usum Sarum volumen primum vulgo pars hyemalis nuncupata (Paris, 1519), f.226.

)
A — s - »
1y > [ ] » > [ ] i = > b [ ] Y [ ] > ¢ &
%J

Vi - de - te¢ ma - nus me - as et pe - des me - os, qui - a
9 N |
S d— S B S |
%J

e - go i - pse sum. Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - u - ia.

For the cantus firmus deployed in the Tenor part of his mass Aston either used a variant of this chant or wilfully
altered it. In particular, his version adds an extra note to either end so that it begins and ends on F.

Editorial Conventions

The nomenclature of the voice-parts follows the Tudor convention.

The original clef, staff signature, mensuration symbol and first note of each part are shown on the prefatory
staves at the start of the piece. At changes of mensuration the original symbols are shown above the staff.

Editorial accidentals are placed above the notes concerned and remain operative throughout the bar unless
cancelled. Accidentals not given explicitly in the source, but required through modernisation of the staff
signature are placed before the note and have a superscript dot.

Ligatures are denoted by the sign 1, coloration by the sign — 1.

Material between square brackets is editorial.

Final notes of movements and subsections have been standardised without comment.

Source

Oxford, Bodleian Library MSS Mus. Sch. e. 376-81 (c.1527 with later additions).

376  (Tr) £107Y inindex: Videte manus meas. — Aston. vj. partes.
377 (M) fovv at end: hughe Aston
378 (Ct) f.112Y inindex: Videte manus meas. hughe Aston. Vvj. partes.

379 (M) f79Y [no ascription]
380 (B) f.87Y [no ascription]

381 (Ct2) f.30v in index: Videte manus meas. Aston.
atend: m" Aston.

Notes on the Readings of the Source

Aston’s mass survives only in the set of manuscripts known as the Forrest-Heyther Partbooks. It appears
amongst a group of seven masses added to the partbooks by William Forrest sometime after 1545, most likely
during the reign of Queen Mary (1553-8). There is no reason to suppose that Forrest’s copy is closely derived
from the composer’s original. There are many errors and the underlay is often questionable. Deciding whether a
discordant note is erroneous is usually straightforward, but not always, owing to the high degree of discord
tolerated by Aston. He frequently sounds a discordant note against its note of resolution and the clashes that
occur between simultaneous passing notes in the various voices are often harsher than normally encountered in
this repertoire.

As usual in Tudor partbooks the syllables are not aligned to the notes with meticulous clarity. On the whole
Forrest’s intentions are clear enough, but there are many instances where the positioning invites scepticism. Only
a few amendments have been made in this edition, mostly at points of imitation where Aston presumably
intended consistency. These are noted below. Otherwise ambiguities have been resolved without comment. The
original underlay is best assessed by consulting the online images of the source available on the DIAMM
website: www.diamm.ac.uk.


http://www.diamm.ac.uk/

In the list of readings below, each reference to a bar or group of bars is separated by an oblique stroke,
references to different voices in the same bar by a semicolon and multiple references to the same voice by a
comma. The order within each entry is: 1) bar number; 2) voice; 3) reading of the source. Pitches are those of the
edition and are given in capital letters, preceded by a number where necessary, e.g. 1B = 1st note B in the bar (or
group of bars).

Abbreviations:

B Bass M, M1, M2 Mean, Mean 1, Mean 2 sb semibreve

b breve m minim SC signum congruentiae
corr corrected MS mensuration symbol SS staff signature

cr crotchet NL new line in source T Tenor

Ctl, Ct2 Countertenorl, Countertenor 2 om omitted Tr, Trl, Tr2  Treble, Treblel, Treble2
dot- dotted prop proportion + tie

lig ligature q quaver 2 underlay repeat sign

Mensurations and Proportions

Gloria
51 Tr prop 32 below 1B / 72 Tr prop 32 below 'E / 81 all voices (including M1, M2) MS ¢ at start of bar / 162
all voices MS ¢ at start of bar / 168 M prop 32 below B / 180 all voices MS € at start of bar /

Credo

1 all voices MS O at start of movement / 4 Tr prop 32 below 1E / 89 Tr prop 32 below 'E; M prop 32 below 2G /
96 all voices MS ¢ at start of bar / 113 Ct1 prop 32 below 1A; Ct2 prop 32 below A / 147 Tr prop 32 below D /
172 Tr Ct2 MS ¢ before third minim beat of bar / 173 Ct1 T B MS ¢ at start of bar / 175 M MS & at start of bar /
183 T MS C before A /186 Tr M Ctl Ct2 B MS C at start of bar; T MS © at start of bar / 186-188 T lig is dot-
sb dot-sb only /

Sanctus
1 all voices MS O at start of movement / 53 M prop 32 below 1E / 105 all voices MS ¢ at start of bar / 124 Ct2
prop 32 below 1E / 125 Ct1 prop 32 below G / 126 M prop 32 below 1E / 135 Tr2 MS ¢ at start of bar /

Agnus Dei

1 all voices MS ¢ at start of movement / 33 M prop 32 below 1E / 69 Ct1 prop 32 below 1C / 71 Ctl MS ¢
above E /111 Tr M Ct1 T B MS ¢ at start of bar; Ct2 MS om / 139 all voices MS ¢ at start of bar / 154 all
voices MS C at start of bar /

Staff Signatures and Accidentals

Gloria

35 Ct2 NL with SS & for B begins with A / 36 M NL with SS bs for upper and lower B begins with C (to end of
mass except for one line noted below) / 52 Ct2 NL with SS b for B begins with 1C / 68 T NL with SS bs for
upper and lower B begins with G / 95 M2 & for E / 102 T NL with SS bs for B (upper and lower) and E begins
with G/ 110 T NL with SS bs for upper and lower B (only) begins with 1C / 128 B NL with SS bs for B (lower)
and E begins with B (but the latter may be intended only for the E in 129) / 135 B NL with SS b for B (only)
begins with 1E /146 T NL with SS h for upper B and b for lower B begins with B/ 161 T NL with SS b for upper
B (only) begins with C/

Credo

15 T NL with SS bs for upper and lower B begins with C / 48 Tr # for G before C (see also Other Readings
below) / 49 T NL with SS b for upper B (only) begins with 2F / 69 T NL with SS bs for upper and lower B begins
with B/ 71 Ct2 NL with SS & for B begins with 2C / 78 Ct1 4 for B/ 79 Ct2 b for B, NL with SS b for B begins
with G/ 80 Ct1 b for 1B / 86 T NL with SS b for upper B (only) begins with A/ 115 T NL with SS bs for upper
and lower B begins at start of bar / 135 T NL with SS b for upper B (only) begins with B/ 148 B b for B/

Sanctus

33 M NL with SS b for lower B only begins with D; T NL with SS bs for upper and lower B begins with F / 43
M NL with SS bs for upper and lower B begins with C / 44 Tr b for B / 85 T NL with SS b for upper B (only)
begins with F /102 Tr & for B/ 157 Tr1 b for B/ 164 Tr b for B before F / 173 Ct1 & for B/

Agnus Dei

14 T NL with bs for upper and lower B begins with 1C / 37 Ct2 NL with SS b for B corr to 5 begins with B / 43
Ct2 NL with SS b for B begins with F /58 Ct1 b for 1B /60 M b for B /62 Ct1 NL with SS & for B begins with B /
68 Ct1 NL with SS b for B begins with F/ 87 B b for 2B /91 B b for B / 123 T NL with SS b for upper B (only)
begins with E / 124 Ct1 NL with SS 4 for B begins with C /128 B § for 'E / 130 B b for B / 133 Ct1 NL with SS



b for B begins with G / 143 Ct2 NL with SS § for B begins with 2D / 155 Ct2 NL with SS b for B begins with D /
164 Tr bfor B/ 172 Ctl & for B/

Underlay and Ligatures

Gloria

7-8 Tr volunta- undivided below 2CIFE2F / 42-43 Ctl coelestis undivided below 'E3CG2E / 43 Ct2 coelestis
undivided below E!CG?C / 47 Ct2 -po- below C / 49 Tr -po- below G / 97 T no- below F (not in 95) / 145 M -re
below G / 175 Ct1 -tris below C (not in 179); B -a below A (and in 166) / 189 B G is A/

Credo

5-6 M factorem undivided below FIGA2GE / 38 B -ni- below C (not in 37) / 65 M consub- undivided below
1GA2G / 57 Ct2 -ro # below GIC / 66 Tr -lem below B (not in 68) / 84 T propter undivided below FE2D / 105
Ct1 -mo below B (not in 107), factus below F!E, (106) factus below CF (not in 108) / 108 B -ctus below 1B
(notin 107) / 141 Tr -e below F / 183 Tr A- below D (and in 186) / 187 M A- below C /

Sanctus
111 Ct1 -di- below 3D (not in 108) /

Agnus Dei
128 Ct1 -di below C, (132) mun- below F /

Other Readings

Gloria

22 Ctl mF for crF cr-rest /50 Ct2 F ism / 76 M cr-rest is m-rest / 81 M1 M2 ‘Gymel’ on stave between end of
80 and start of 81 /99 T Ciscorrcr/ 101 M1 G om/ 110-112 Ct2 m-rest om from rests after the cadence in 110 /
128 B B entered twice (NL starts with 2B) / 148-149 Ct1 C+C ism only/ 169 B SC above F/ 175 T 2F is E / 189
BIiGisA/

Credo

48 Tr dot-crC gB before A (also # for G before crC) /61 Ct2 Gis B/ 70 T Ais dot-sh / 71 M 1G and rest om /
93 M FisE/132 M 'E is F/ 134 Tr new line in MS begins after D, sbD cancelled at start of new line / 142 Ctl
D2D aremm/ 161 M 2C is D/ 182-185 T rests are one dot-sh too short / 185 Ct1 dot-sbF is sbF m-rest / 186
188 T FG are dot-sb dot-sb / 187 M Cis dot-m / 193 Tr E ism / 196 M qC before 1C /

Sanctus

26 Ct1 m-rest is cr-rest/ 36 M Aom /57 B2Giscr/ 71 Ctl G om /92 M A is G/ 105 Tr ‘Benedictus’ below
rests / 122 Ct1 3C om/ 129 M Cis m/ 135 Trl ‘Gimel’ above staff; Tr2 ‘Gymel’ above staff / 146 Tr1 SC above
rest / 149 Trl last note on staff is B followed by ‘verte ffolium observans lineam’, new page begins with 1C,
‘primus Triplex’ in left-hand margin before 1C; Tr2 last note on page is F followed by ‘verte folium observans
lineam’, new page begins with 2F, secundus Triplex’ in lefi-hand margin before 2F / 168 Ct1 staff ends with gA,
dot-crG gA repeated on NL /

Agnus Dei

33-34 T ligishG sbA/40 M D is C/ 44 Ctl Ais corr cr / 47 M crA crB before A/ 71 M E is dot-m / 113 Tr
A2G3G are BAA /131 Ct2 'GYF are q q / 147 Ct1 clef C5 at start of bar / 154 Ct1 NL with clef C4 begins with C /
155 B 1BF?B are m cr dot-m with punctus divisionis after F/ 167 Ct1 D ism/ 170-171 Ct2 mB+crB is m only /



