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Editorial Conventions

The nomenclature of the voice-parts is that of the source.

The original clef, staff signature, mensuration symbol and first note of each part are shown on the prefatory
staves. Subsequent mensuration and proportion symbols are shown on the staff.

Editorial accidentals are placed above the notes concerned and remain operative throughout the bar unless
cancelled.

Accidentals redundant in the edition because they repeat an earlier accidental within the same bar are tacitly
omitted.

Ligatures are denoted by the sign 1, coloration by the sign — 1.

Repeat signs in the underlay have been expanded using italicised text.

Underlay between square brackets is entirely editorial.

Source

loannis Petri Aloysii Praenestini Sacrosanctae Basilicae Vaticanae Capellae Magistri Missarum Liber Qvintus
(Rome, 1590), opening 12.

The intonations for the Gloria and Creed are supplied from the Missale Romanum (Rome, 1578), pp.154 and 156
respectively, compared with other contemporary Italian missals.

Notes on the Readings of the Source

In the notes below pitches are in capital letters, preceded by a number where necessary, e.g. 2F = second note F
in the bar. Underlay repetition signs are indicated, as in the source, by ij’.

Kyrie

As not infrequently in Palestrina’s masses, the words for each of the three sections of the Kyrie are printed only
once, at the beginning of each voice part. All subsequent repeats are signalled by the Roman numeral ‘ij’. In the
first and third sections, Kyrie is printed below the first two notes of the opening fuga and eleison below notes
four to six. In the second section Christe eleison is printed below the first five notes. Despite this consistency,
the inelegant accentuation that results makes it unlikely that this was intended to be treated literally as the
underlay. The grouping of the words at the beginning of the sections and the extensive use of repeat signs surely
suggest that the precise matching of notes and syllables was a task for the singers. The underlay given in the
score for this movement is therefore largely editorial. The elision of Kyrie eleison is occasionally testified
elsewhere in Palestrina’s masses. In the other movements, the underlay is reasonably precise.

10 Alltus: ij below E (not in 12)
23 Altus: ij below 2F (not in 22)
54 Cantus: ij below A (not in 53)

Gloria

14 Cantus: te below D (not in 16)

18-19 Bassus: Glorifica- undivided and one note earlier
49 Altus: -i below B

53 Altus: -tris below F

95 Altus: -tissimus all one note later

Credo

97 Altus: -lum below A (not in 98)

128-134 Tenor: Qui cum Patre et Filio et Filio for bracketed underlay
129 Cantus: GisE

167-168 Bassus: -tuo- one note later

Sanctus
88 Altus: -nit below F

Agnus Dei

2 Cantus: De- below A

6 Tenor: -gnus below E

31 Cantus: nobis undivided below BG

40 Altus 1: Dei undivided below F

44 Cantus: Dei undivided below CD

54 Tenor: mundi undivided below DB, ij below 1C



