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A sprightly dance (two in a bar)

(Judea)
A Virgin Unspotted

Traditional English William Billings
(1746-1800)  
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William Billings is the most important American composer of the 18th century. Though largely self-taught , Billings wrote
many volumes of unaccompanied choral music including "The Singing Masters's Assistant" (1778) from which this 
Christmas Carol is taken. Billings expected some tenors to sing the soprano line and some sopranos to sing the tenor line:
this style of singing became known as 'The Sacred Harp' and is still practised in the USA today.
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