Psalm 126 (Hebrew 127), a Song of Ascents.

Nisi Déminus aedificaverit démum, Unless the lord has built the house,

In vdnum laboravérunt they labor in vain

qui aedificant éam. who build it.

Nisi Déminus custodierit civitatem, Unless the Lord watches the city,

Frastra vigilat qui custédit éam. He stays awake uselessly who watches it.
Vanum est vdébis ante ldcem sidrgere. It is vain for you to rise before dawn.
Surgite pdstquam sedéritis, Rise after you have rested,

Qui manducatis panem doldris. You who eat the bread of sorrow.

Cum déderit diléctis sdis sémnum, When he gives his beloved ones sleep,
Ecce haeréditas Démini, filii; Behold the heritage of the Lord, sons;
Mérces, frictus véntris. A reward, fruit of the womb,

Sicut sagittae in manu poténtis, Like arrows in the hand of the powerful,
Ita filii excussérum. So are the sons of those sent out.

Bedatus vir qui implévit Blessed is the man who has

desidérium sdum ex ipsis; all of them he wants;

Non confundétur cum loquétur He will not be confounded when he speaks
inimicis suis in pdrta. to his enemies at the gate.

Nisi Dominus

Ludwig Senfl
(Swiss in Germany; c.1490-1543)

Unless the lord has built the house,
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Source: Ludwig Senfl: Samtliche Werke (1937-74), Bd. III. Notation here is a tone higher
than the original with the same note values. Translation, editorial accidentals and minor
underlay change by John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers. 19 May 2018
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Unless the Lord watches the city,
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Secunda pars
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When he gives his beloved ones sleep,
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Emendations: Respected the tie from soprano bar 104 instead of the "tied” note a third

lower in 105. Supplied a couple of missing dots.

Alteration: Did the triple section starting in bar 127 in 3/2 in all voices instead of 3/4 in those with notes.



