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Introit: Puer natus est nobis

(from London, British Library Add. MS 17001, £.15)

1st time: 2 rulers of the choir

2nd & 3rd times: Chorus Chorus

— 2

¢ S e —————" —"—"—— m——— ——— i m— S & & °* 2 3
? Pu - er na - tus est_____  no - bis et Fi - i - us da - tus est

’
e - '_._'_l_m_'_.L'_m:_'_Q_-_'_lE:

cu-jus im-pe - - ri - um su-per hu - - me-rum

e - - - jus— ma - gni con - si-li - i an - - - ge - lus
2 rulers Chorus
 ——— =
Y 4 17 ; o o o o o o - r ] r ] r ] o o r ] I o o o o
| o WL J o
V4 > -
'8) Can - ta - t¢ Do-mi-no can - ti-cum no - vumi__ qui - a mi - ra -
A D. C. al fine 2 rulers
[ n
#&Em—o—m: - D S S S S S S ——
1 - —2—°
? - bi - - - li-a fe - cit. Glo - i - a Pa-tri et Fi-1l-o et
Chorus
H |
y D h o o
i | — — — - < o5 —
) i
'8) Spi-ri - tu-1i San - ctoi— si - cut—_ e-rat in prin-ci - pi - 0 et nunc— et
’ D. C. al fine
H |
H
P 1
5) -
? sem - per,— et—_ in—_ sae-cu-la sae-cu - - - lo-rum. A - - - men.

Translation:

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Angel of
Mighty Counsel.

v O sing unto the Lord a new song, for He hath done marvellous things.

¥ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

After Isaiah 9, v.6; Psalm 98, v.1



Editorial Conventions

The original clef, staff signature, mensuration symbol and first note of each part are shown on the prefatory
staves at the start of the mass. Subsequent mensuration symbols are shown above the staff.

Editorial accidentals are placed above the notes concerned and remain operative throughout the bar.
Accidentals resulting from modernisation of the original staff signature are placed before the note and have a
superscript dot.

Ligatures are denoted by the sign 1, coloration (in the Credo only) by the sign — 1.

Repeat signs in the underlay have been tacitly expanded.

Lost sections of voice parts have been reconstructed in small notation. Tallis’s first Mean and Countertenor
have slightly higher top notes than his second and the same is mostly true of the two Bass parts. These
discrepancies have been observed in reconstructing the missing sections.

Sources

A London, British Library Add. MS 34000 and London, British Library, Mad. Soc. MSS G 9-15 (early 17th cent.).
34000 (M1) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli

G9 (M2) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G10 (Ct1) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G11 ) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G12 (B2) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G13 (B1) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G1l4 (Ct2) f.21v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Benedictus, pleni sunt coeli
G15 — —

B London, British Library Mad. Soc. MSS G 16-20 (early 17th cent.).

G 16 (M1) .57 Et in terra, Qui tollis, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei | & II
G 17 (M2) f.57 Et in terra, Qui tollis, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei | & 1l
G 18 ) f.57 Et in terra, Qui tollis, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei | & II
G19 (B2) f.57 Et in terra, Qui tollis, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei | & II
G20 (Ct1) f.57 Et in terra, Qui tollis, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei | & 1

C London, British Library Mad. Soc. MSS G 21-26 (early 17th cent.).

G21 (M1) f.46v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei Il
G 22 (T f.46Y Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei 1l
G23 (B1) f.46v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei Il
G24 (B2) f.46Y Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei Il
G25 (Ct2*) f.46v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei Il
G 26 (M1) f.46v Et in terra, Qui tollis, Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus, Agnus Dei Il

* Ctl in Sanctus, pleni sunt coeli, Benedictus and Agnus Dei 1l

D Oxford, Bodleian Library, Tenbury MSS 3414 (early 17th cent.).

341 (M1) .60V Qui tollis f.61 Benedictus f.62 Et expecto (M1)
342 (M2, B1) f.75Y Qui tollis f.76Y Benedictus .79V Et expecto (M2, Ct2)
343 (Ct1) .62V Qui tollis .63 Benedictus f.64 Et expecto (Ctl)
344 (Ct2) .63V Qui tollis f.64 Benedictus f.65 Et expecto (T)

Only D names Tallis as the composer. A, B, and C have no attributions for any of the compositions they contain.

All the sources belonged to the household of Edward Paston of Norfolk. This edition has used A as the copy
text for the sections it contains and the other sources jointly where A is lacking. A, B and C transmit the mass
entirely in tempus imperfectum. This is unlikely to have been the way Tallis wrote it. When copying earlier
music, Elizabethan and Jacobean scribes often converted tempus perfectum into duple time. D, on the other hand,
presents the Benedictus and Et expecto in tempus perfectum and these must surely have been Tallis’s original
mensurations. It is likely that the first section of each movement was also originally in perfect time. Joseph
Kerman suggested that the whole mass was composed in this mensuration and identified certain proportional
relationships that resulted, although he also conceded that these entailed some manipulation of the evidence. This
edition takes the view that if D’s ¢ signs for the Benedictus and Et expecto are original, then its ¢ for the Qui
tollis probably is too. By analogy, and recalling that earlier large-scale music commonly changed from triple to
duple time at a mid-way point, this principle is extended to the other movements.

The underlay in all four sources is frequently ambiguous. Except sometimes at ditto signs, it is obvious which
words belong to which musical phrase and, more often than not, the scribe shows clearly on which syllables
melismas should fall; but the precise matching of syllables with notes was left to the singers. No notes on the
manuscript readings are provided here. A critical edition by David Wulstan and Sally Dunkley (Oxenford
Imprint, 1977, rev. 1980) is available through the RSCM.
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