
NOTES ON THE PIANO/STRINGS REDUCTION 

 

 The Nenie was originally scored for full orchestra.  This reduced-

orchestration version owes its existence in part to Dr. Eric Townell, director of the 

Rochester (NY) Oratorio Society.  It was he who suggested to me that preparing a 

piano/strings version of the work might make it available for performance by 

choral groups that cannot easily afford to hire a full orchestra.  Accordingly, I have 

done my best to reduce the woodwind, horn, and timpani parts to a piano part. 

 The scores in this file include: 

 

1.  A "full" reduced score showing the string, choral, and piano parts. 

2. The string part-scores.  These are drawn from the full score published by 

the Kistner firm in 1874 or 1875. 

3.  A part-score for the piano. 

4.  A piano/vocal score. 

5.  A part-score for the four choral parts.  The chorus may of course use the 

piano/vocal score mentioned above in rehearsal and performance, but this 

will require the chorus to turn pages often.  The choral part-score contains 

fewer pages and should be fairly easy for even less experienced singers to 

follow, inasmuch as after the chorus enters at measure 60 there are relatively 

few measures in which at least one section of the chorus is not singing. 

 

 Directors wishing to perform this version of the work may also want to 

download the full score published by Kistner.  A “marked-up” version of that 

score, containing measure numbers and rehearsal letters added by me 

(corresponding to the rehearsal letters in the scores listed above), is available 

elsewhere on this page. 

The Kistner full score has two apparent errors that I know of.  In measure 

307, the note for the first bassoons is given as G-flat, but it seems clear from the 

presence of G-natural in other parts that the omission of the natural in the first 

bassoon part is an oversight.  I have supplied it in the piano reduction.  Also, in 

measure 295 the direction “pizzicato” appears for the basses, but there is no 

subsequent “arco” direction.  I have indicated “arco” in measure 302 of the Bass 

part-score. 

 I thank Dr. Townell for his advice and consultation on various matters 

involved in the preparation of this score. 

 

      Tim Thomas 

      May 2017 
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