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This mass by Hotinet Barra can be found at https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Capp.Sist.26 . It starts at 

39v. 

It is based on the chant “Ecce panis angelorum”, which can be found at http://gregorian-chant-

hymns.com/hymns-2/ecce-panis-angelorum.html  

The melody of the first and second verse (‘ecce panis’) is used in the tenor part in Kyrie 1 and 

Christe; in Kyrie 2 Barra uses the melody of the third and fourth verse (‘bone pastor’). In the rest of 

the mass the opening motif of ‘ecce panis’ is used very frequently, not only at the beginning of the 

movements. At the end of most sections Barra used a motif which was probably derived from the 

ending of verse 1 and 2: 

 Barra however inserted an extra g between he b and the c, making it 

a triadic motif which lacks the typical mixolydian f: 

 

 

In the Osanna Barra added an extra tenor part, combining the chant melodies of ‘ecce panis’ and 

‘bone pastor’. With some adjustments, stretching of notes and inserted rests he managed to keep 

control of the polyphony. The ‘bone pastor’ melody stops after the third line and continues with a 

freely composed ‘drive-to-the-cadence’ type of melody in minims (see title page). 

Dissonance treatment is occasionally pretty spicy. This is from the Credo: 

 

Firstly, the g in bar 127 in the top part pushes the f in T1 aside, but doesn’t wait until it yields. 

Secondly, the a in bar 128 in S is being sandwiched by T2 and B: a simultaneous 9-8 and 7-6 

dissonant-resolution. Thirdly, The tied d in T1 is being pushed from below by the c in T2, and 

resolves upwards to e, which is a pretty energetic way of releasing tension. The e in its turn is a 

dissonant (passing) note with the f in the B. Lastly, the tied g in T1 is again being attacked from two 

sides: the top f in S and the a in T2. As I said: a pretty spicy four bars. 

Text underlay in the Kyrie is mine: at the beginning it only says Kyrieleyson (sic), and at the end 

Leyson. In Gloria and Credo the underlay in the manuscript was quite helpful. In the Sanctus and 

Agnus Dei the underlay is mostly mine. Most ligatures were ‘obeyed’. 

Bert Schreuder 

https://digi.vatlib.it/view/MSS_Capp.Sist.26
http://gregorian-chant-hymns.com/hymns-2/ecce-panis-angelorum.html
http://gregorian-chant-hymns.com/hymns-2/ecce-panis-angelorum.html
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