Sacris solemniis

William Byrd (1539/40-1623)
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A Note about the Music

In the Use of Sarum, Sacris solemniis was the hymn at First Vespers on the feast of Corpus Christi and on the
octave day of that feast. In churches where the choir was ruled it was also sung at Second Vespers on both days.

It has been doubted whether the ascription of this work to Byrd is correct, but now that he is believed to have
been born in 1539/40 rather than ¢.1543 it is more generally accepted that he could have begun composing before
the Latin services of the Use of Sarum were discontinued.

Editorial Conventions

The nomenclature of the voice-parts follows the Tudor convention.

The original clef, staff signature, mensuration symbol and first note of each part are shown on the prefatory staves.
Editorial accidentals are placed above the notes concerned.

Ligatures are denoted by the sign ™ 1.

The lost Tenor part has been reconstructed by the editor in small notation.

Errors in the plainsong source have been tacitly corrected.

Source

Polyphony: Oxford, Christ Church Mus. 979-83 (¢.1575-1581 with later additions; lacking T).

979 (M) no.20  atend: m": w: birde: of: the: queenes: maiesties: chappelle:-
980 (Ctl) no.20  atend: m": w: birde:-
981 (Ct2) no.20  atend: m": w: birde: of: the: chappelle::
982 —  —
983 (B) no.20  index heading: m" w: birde: 5: voc:-
at end: m": w: birde:-

Plainsong: Hymnorum cum notis opusculum usui insignis ecclesie Sarum (London, 1555), f.62.

Notes on the Readings of the Sources

In the notes below, each reference to a bar or group of bars is separated by an oblique stroke and the order within
each entry is: 1) bar number; 2) voice(s); 3) reading of the source (with any subsequent bar numbers in brackets).
Pitches are in capital letters, preceded by a number where necessary for clarification, e.g. 2B = 2nd note B in the
bar. ‘Amb’ = ambiguously underlaid.

Accidentals
27 M b for B / 48 Ct1 new page begins with Bb, b for B is at end of previous staff / 53 Ct1 b for B/ 63 M b for B /
78 Ct1 & for 2B /80 Ct2 b for B/ 84 Ct2 & for B / 85 Ct2 ks for 2B3B / 88 Ct1 b for B/

Underlay

6—7 Ctl novissima undivided below CBAGDG / 7 Ct2 -ma amb below AB / 12-13 Ct1 creditur undivided below
CBGAD / 15-16 Ctl azima undivided / 16-17 B -ma amb below GC / 17 Ctl azima undivided below CBAGF /
21-22 Ct2 legitima undivided below CDCCB / 24-25 Ct1 patribus undivided / 25 B slur for GC / 26 Ct1 -tri- amb
below AD / 31 B slur for CA / 39-40 Ct2 fragilibus undivided below FEDEF / 41 B -bus amb below BG / 40-44
all parts corpore freculum for corporis ferculum / 43-44 Ct2 slur for 1A1B / 47-48 Ctl -bus tristi- amb below
EABBACG / 48 Ct2 slur for A2C / 55-56 Ct1 accipite amb below BDCBA / 57-58 B vasculum undivided / 59-60
Ct2 bibite undivided below DCDB / 61-62 Ctl bibite undivided / 63 Ctl slur for GA / 70-72 Ctl angelicus
undivided below CBACBAG / 79 Ct1 -num amb below GF / 80-81 Ct1 caelitus undivided; B hominum undivided
below CBDC / 81-82 Ctl caeli- undivided below EDCD / 82 Ct2 -cus for -tus / 83 Ct1 -cus for -tus; B caelitus
undivided below ABCB / 84-85 Ctl caelicus for caelitus, syllables undivided / 86-87 Ct1 terminum undivided /
87-88 B terminum undivided / 95 Ctl -num amb below DC; Ct2 slur for AFC / 97-98 Ctl second humilis
undivided / 98-99 Ct2 humilis undivided / 99-100 B slur for 3CE!D / 100-101 B slur for 2B3C, (101) -lis below D,
slur for DE / 102 Ct2 -mi- amb below GC /

Other Readings
1 M ‘strene’ notation throughout / 20 M new staff in source with clef C1 begins with C / 46 M new staff in source
with clef C2 begins with F /



