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Hail, star of the sea, Virgin all excelling,
Kindly mother of God Mild above all,
And Ever-Virgin, Keep us free from sin,
Blessed gate of heaven. Meek and chaste.
Accepting that Ave Keep our life pure,
From the mouth of Gabriel, Prepare us a safe way,
Confirm us in peace, That, gazing on Jesus,
Changing Eva’s name. We may rejoice together.
Break the bonds of sin, Praise to God the Father,
Bring light to the blind, Honour to the Son,
Chase all evil from us, In the Holy Spirit
For all blessing pray. To the Three be glory one. Amen.
Show thyself a Mother,
May the Word divine,

Born for us through thee
Hear our prayers through thine.

Source: William Byrd: Gradualia, ac cantiones sacree... Liber primus (2nd edition, 1610), vol.3 no.4.
Liturgical function: Vespers hymn in the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Source:

11.98: clef C1
1.127: 7 pars
11.127: clef C3
1.155: 8 pars
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